Call for a study:

Carbon Sequestration, Biofuels and Sahelian Pastoralism: A Threat or Opportunity?

Introduction

The emerging nature of the biofuels threat and subsequent lack of credible literature on the subject, especially in terms of the likely impact upon the pastoral commons. Existing detailed studies have stressed the need for clearer definitions regarding the concept of wastelands and outlined the impact the current biofuels boom is having upon resource access and food security for current dryland dwellers (Cotula et al. 2008). However, little is known regarding the potential scale of the issue and besides challenging the obvious fallacy of vast wastelands in the Sahelian drylands, the way forward at this stage is unclear. Existing work regarding the biofuels issue has not had the desired impact. There now needs to be a targeted input from drylands and pastoral specialists to avoid clouding the issue. There are some major uncertainties regarding different scenarios and key knowledge gaps for pastoral areas, which require clarity before discussions can begin.

Terms of Reference for Issues Paper

To assure maximum impact there are several key questions that a forthcoming issues paper should clarify in a concise way:

1. Scale of the Problem-  

· Actors- unpack the complexity of the different actors/interest groups and analyse their economic motives. 

· Scale- investigate the likely scale of the issue with reference to past land appropriation during cash crop booms. 

2. Identify Key Burning Questions for Pastoralism in the Sahel-

· Identify the gaps of understanding to provoke debate and further interest from the network of key concerned stakeholders for likely impact on pastoralism. 

· Identify key questions for science to clarify with the aim of prompting further interest and research from academics. 

Budget and Timeframe 

1) Research and write issues paper 

2) Presentation at CRIC in Nov. 2008 in Istanbul

max. 5000€ (travel costs upon expenses)

Sources: 

Cotula, L., Dyer, N. and Vermeulen, S., 2008, Fuelling exclusion? The biofuels boom and poor people’s access to land, IIED, London, pp72. 

